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15 0 i Ap 5 nut th the Shir i of IN 
but = Spirit which 'is of God, that we might 


nom the things 5 are freely given us of God. 
Which things 85 'al he | not i 7 - Words which 
Man's Wiſdom tes h, but fn hir! xh the,Hoj i Ghoſt, 

- teacheth, comparing 3 Ps with ſpiritual. 
Buy the: natural Nimm deri, mit the thin 125 of the 
Spirit of Gol; La they" art fooliſhneſs unto! him, 


neither can he. know >the ul WA are. fe 2 
lh diſcerned... b Frag 
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_ y Ft bade u this On ewe 

” x Fee: the en elieving the 

parts of theChriftian Revelatio , Which Naeh 

may find themſelves unab e fally to co pre- 

hend, and Clearly | 'to accbunt for t i Kiter of: IN 
my Second hiving conſideted the!Argh Afgurtients wſually'a1- 
ledged' in Bat to this' Aﬀertion': If What bath gone be 

fore have the Force 1. preſume to be in it, the general 
part of my Point is ſtriped! And therefore now, accor- 

ding to my Promiſe, I ſhall proceed to ſtrengthen. chat. bom, 
Afertion, by inſtancing In fome Particulars df Faith . for 
and Practice, which have been moſt wrongfully' ade to W 
the Jews a Stumbling-block.and reputed by the Gree Fal- , 
iſheſs. The Articles of Faith I chooſe to ſpeak to, ſhall; - 

be thoſe ſo often mentioned already, The Tramty, "The .. 
Incarnation of the Son of * ey: the TRI made 
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4 1 ; " Credibility of 1 the Trinity, and 
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for the Sins of the World, by the Sacrifice of his Death. 
And the Points 1 ; hall ſpeak; to with Regard to them, 
are theſe Three; 3 ft p 
\ That theſe Doctrines are delivered to us in th 

e Con fequently, 1 that they ought t to bebe. 
neved by Chriftrane, * 24 uu Son unge 

II. Second, I 1 ſhall examine how far they are agree- 

le to the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and the 

Senſe of the — Syn NAOBUe : 5 Conſequently, whether 

they be) juſtMatter of Offence to the Jews. 

HI. Thirdty,' I ſhall ſhew, That they contain nothing 
repugnant+to. the Principles of Natural Reaſon; Conſe- 


neal phat they Aero be accpynted Fl ve. 


ree x. 15 An 
105 eee my way for the Fir of theſe Proofs, per- 
mit me to remind you of the Third Particular inſiſted on 
in my laſt Diſcourſe; viz. That _ a taken in 
expqunding, the-Scriptures, as, (purely for the ſake of 
Re. 1 85 8 down: No the Leyel 
of our. own Capacitics ) departs. frem the plaia and 
moſt natural Senſe. of the, Text, is an Expedient neither 
1 9 nor 1 1 the Ale now under debate. Pre- 
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uming ops; I fairly may, that This is not 
- 9 be 54 e me is 40 produco 
Hrs 6,.(1 ome only out of man ages of Scripture, 


which in « x Literal, and,moſt (+ $444 Importance, do 


| ae 1 15 ae e Church holds in each, of 
xd to your Conſideration... 
| 59 0 We SR A cee 


2 We )\ "There & but One 1 e . . 
Articl. of in Trl: . * be - breed Pee, of- one Subs 
Ir the Father, the Son, and the 
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Incarnation of the Son of Gol, aſſertel. 


In vindication of this-Profeffion, I ſhall endeavour to 
r Cory: v4. TS 
ole Fhat the Father, the Son, and the Haly Ghoſt, ares 
ſo diſtinguiſhed from each other in Scripture, as juſtifies 
dur believing them Three Perſouunr . 
2. That ſuch Names and Properties and Operations 
are there attributed to them, as prove each of theſe Per- 
ſons to be truly God. IT W 

3. That, all this e the Scripture is moſt 
expreſs in the Unity of the Godhead, from whence it 
will follow, that theſe Three Perſons are the Ore liv- 
ing and true God. © | 1 5 eie 
1. The Diſtinction between Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, is evident from theſe fe plain Paſſages: In the 
Account of the Angel Gabriel's Conference with the Bleſ- 
fd Virgin, we find this Anſwer to her Queſtion, how 
it was poſſible to become a Mother without the Know- 
N of a Man, (c) The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, Cc) Lu. i. 
aud the Power of the higheſt ſhall querſhadow thee, therefore (25 Mae. 
alſo that Holy thing mhich fhall be born of thee ſhall be called u, 16, 11, 


* 


the Son of God. At the Baptiſm of this Holy Perſon we Lu. nt 21, 


have a threefold (d) Teſtimony of the Spirit af God de- job] 
ſeending like a Dove and reſting upon, bim, and eV dice thine poſe 
Heaven declaring him the Beloved: Son of God. A little 
before his Paſſion, he makes this Promiſe to bis Diſci- 


pes, Ce) Lil prey the, Farber, and be ſoull give dene ok. 


Comforter, that he may abide with. you, for ever, even nv. 16. 
the Spirit of Truth. And again, . ben (HA the Comfirtey 1 (tf; lou 
come, whom Iwill ſend unto jou fo! the Father, even. the xv. 24 
Spirit af Truth, which proceedeth 755 the Father, be h 
teftifyi of me. St. Paul teſis the Raffant, (g) If the, Spi- (g) Row. 
4 of Hite that te up Jh, from the, Dial dell jm your” 
bt that raiſec lg Chrilt from the Deada hell ofſo quicker your 
Mortal Bodies by bis Spirit ibas dwelleth in you. Can any 
| E = thing 
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6 "© Credibility of the Trinity, and \ 


--—. thing now be more manifeſt, than the Diſtinction made 

: in the Firſt of theſe Texts, between the Holy Ghoſt or 

that Power of the Higheſt, which ſhould over-ſbadow the 

Virgin Mother of our Lord, the Higheſt whoſe Power 

that Holy Ghoſt is called, and that Holy Thing, which 

becauſe born by Virtue of that Miraculous Impregnation, 

ſhould for this Reaſon be called the Son of God? In the 

Second, we have the like Diſtinction between the Holy 

Ghoſt deſcending, the Son on whom he reſted, and the 

Heavenly Voice atteſted to, and the Father whoſe Voice 

it was, and whoſe Son Jeſus is declared to be: In the 

Third and Fourth, between the Spirit (ent, abiding with 

the Diſciples, proceeding from the Father and teſtifying 

bol the Son; the Son departing, praying for him, ſending 

him, and atteſted to by him; and the Father from 

whom he proceeds, and by whom he was ſent upon 

that Son's Requeſt : And in the Laſt, between the Per- 

ſon raiſing Jeſus from the Dead, the Perſon raiſed, and 
the Spirit by which he was raiſed. To this we may 

() Mar. add the (5) Form of Baptiſm, in the Name of the Fa- 

xxviii. 19 ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; the ſolemn 

_ _ . Benediftion which our daily Prayers borrow from the 

c Apoſtle, when we beg, that the Grace (i) of our Lord 

(r) 2 Cor. | 4 ; * 14 þ 

x. 13. Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 

Holy Ghoſt may be with us all evermore. And, to .name 

(4) 1 Toh, Once for all, that remarkable Text of St. John, (& ) There 

* * —art Three that bear Record in Heaven, The Father, the 
85 Mord, and the Holy Ghoſt. 4 | : ; 1 X 4 | "1 0 0 * 11 | 

That God the Father and the Son of God are diffe- 

rent Perſons, none who acknowledge the Scriptures, or 
burt barely read them, ſhould, one would think, diſpute: | 
But many have made a difficulty of allowing thus much | 
concerning the Holy Ghoſt. And yet it ſeems very plain, 
that a real Diverſity muſt needs follow, where Actions 


| and 
Nenn! . | { 


. 8 2 


Incarnation of the Son of God, afſerted. 


7 


and Relations altogether incompatible are affirmed 5 As: 
Begetting and being Begotten make it not poſſible for 
us to conceive the fame Perſon to be Father and Son 


both, in reſpect to the fame Begetter and Begotten: And 


as little can proceeding and being ſent, be reconciled with 


ſending, and being proceeded from in One and the Same; 


which deſtroys the Sabellian Imagination of One only 
Perſon in God. And as this eſtabliſhes a certain Diffe- 


rence between Father. and Son, ſo whoſoever ſhall con- 


fider the ſeveral Acts and Offices aſcribed to the Holy 


Spirit, will find undeniableReaſon to conclude, that He 
is likewiſe a Perſon, that is, that he hath a real Subſi- 
ſence, which by its Manner and Relation peculiar to 


himſelf differences him from the Other Two. For, 
though the Word Spirit be ſometimes uſed in Scripture 


with a Latitude extending to Graces; and Gifts, Opera- 
tions and Influences of God, yet many Texts cannot 
without the Greateſt Violence be ſo underſtood as to 
mean no more than theſe. To Sin againſt, to grieve, to 


be Baptiſed, and Bleſſed in the Name of a mere Quality, 
or Energy, or Act, carries an Appearance of the great- 
eſt Abſurdities. Since therefore the Scripture attributes 


to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; what We, for the better 


explaining what we mean in this Matter, take leave to 


call diſtinct Relations and perſonal Properties, becauſe  - 


peculiar to One, and incommunicable tothe Other Two z. 
Since the Paſſages already laid before you, do evidently 


imply ſuch a Diverſity as reſults from thoſe Properties 
and Relations; you will I hope agree, that we are juſti- 
hed: by the Scriptures, in believing the Father, the Son, 


and the Holy Ghoſt, to be Three Perſons. 


2. My next Step in this Argument is to ſhew, that the 
Names, and Properties, and Operations attributed to 


theſe Three in Scripture, are fuch as prove each of them 
to be God, or a Perſon truly Divine. 


Con- 
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DODoncerning the Father, here is no Controverſy; My 
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Buſineſs therefore is contracted into this, that the Titles 
and Marks incommunicable to any but the True God, 
are not in Scripture attributed to the Father only, but 
expreſly applyed to the Son and the Holy Ghoſt. 

1. Fir then, ( reſerving thoſe many other Paſſages 
which ſpeak of the Son of God as incarnate, and under 
the Character of Jeſus Chriſt ). it ſhall ſuffice at preſent 
to obſerve, that the Author to the Hebrews declares the 
Son to be the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the 

(!) Heb i C) expreſi Image of his Perſon, a Ray or Effulgence of 


$5557 the DivineLight, of the ſame Subſtance with its Source; 


He ſets him above the Angels, makes him tlie Object of 
their Adoration, and ſays that Excellence is expreſſed 
in the Name of Son, to whom the Father ſaid, This Day 
have I begotten thee; He ſhews, that the Old Teſtament 
aſcribed to him an Everlaſting Throne, a Scepter of 
Righteouſneſs, an Unction with the Oyl of Gladneſs, 
which gave him Preeminence above all that ever were 
anointed; And not only ſo, but gives the Name of God 
to the Son anointed, as well as to the Father anointing: 
And accordingly we find the ſame Divine Perfections 


(=) Joh. Affirmed of him; Eternity, where we read, that the (u) 


v. 26. Son bath Life in himſelf; and, They, (that is, the Heavens 
(=) Heb i. and the Earth). ſhall ( n periſh but thou ſhalt endure, They 
11,122 Hall be changed, but Thou art the Same, and thy Years ſhall 
not ful. So is Omniſcience, and equal Perfection of 

() Jeb. x. Knowledge, where it is ſaid by the Son, As the (o) Fa- 
15. . 20. then knowet h me, even ſo know I the Father : The Father 
| loweth the Son and ſheweth him all things that himſelf doeth. 
(3) Rev. i. And, 1 am () He which ſearcheth the Heart and Rezns. 80 
23. is Equality of Power, and the like Freedom in the Uſe 
(«) Job. v Of, itz for As the ( Fatber raiſeth up the Dead and quick- 
21. weth them; even ſo the Son quickneth whom he will- and a- 


080 


* 
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gain, What things ſoever the Cr) Father doeth, theſe, alſo(r) Job v. 
doth the Son likewiſe. So is the Creation of All things, 
For of the Son it is ſaid, By (e) whow be made the Worlds,(:) Hab i. 
and to Him the Pſalmiſt addreſſes thus, Thou, (:) Lord, in ij ab. i. 
the beginning haſt laid the Foundations of the Earth, and 0. 

the Heavens are the works of thy hands, So is the continu- Ff ci 25. 
al Preſervation of the Univerſe, for He it is that »phold- 

eth ( ) all things by the Word of his, Power. And laſtly, (i) ub. i. 
to Him Men are commanded to give equal Reverence + 
with the Father, For the (w) Father hath committed all (s) jo. u. 
Judgment to the Son, that all Men ſhould honour the Som, 22, *% 
even 4s they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the | 
Son, honoureth not the Father that ſort him. | 
Now the Scriptures of both Tel 
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both Teſtaments being written 

with a particular View of bringing Men off from the 

Notion and Worſhip of the Many Falſe Gods to that of 

the One True God; is it not abſurd to think, that they 

ſhould. ſo confound the Names and.. Attributes of this - 
One true God, by aſeribing them to any who by Nature 

is not God, as muſt utterly evacuate this great deſign, 

and, inſtead of aboliſhing, confirm and propagate Idola · 

try, with all who acknowledge their Divine Authority? 

I conclude therefore, - that if Eternity and Immutabilit , 
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Univerſal Knowledge and Almighty Power, If Creation! © © 3 
and Providence, If the Homage and Adoration of Men A 
and of Angels, are ſuch Properties and Characters, as 23 
. both Reaſon and Scripture agree to belong of Right to 1 


the True God only: Then to whomloever theſe are ex. 
preſly attributed in 8 that Perſon is truly and 
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properly God. But the Texts already. mentioned attri- A 
ute theſe expreſly to the Son: Therefore theſe Texts Z 
Jaſtify us in believing, not the Father only, but the Son A 
„„ > in edt wa I bod th 1 
The ſame Inference we hab be abundantly warranted- Y 
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"fo make conterting the Bleſſed Spirit, if the Aires © of 
theſe following —.— he dilly conſidered. The Hol 


4 
© wa. a ? 6F rhe Virgin was therefore called the Son (x) 


it Was of the Holy Ghoſt: which reaſon 

& d if the Holy Ghoſt were not a Divine 

Perſon. ann when lying to the Hol Er Is charged 

(5) a8 v. With (Cy) Hing abt onto 192257 unto God. St. Paul declares 

34 hitaſelf Seperaſted to the Apoſtleſhip (2 3; WW of Man nei- 

nom: her by Ma, but by the Seel of Goa, And st. 

10d be, che mater of this Separation, ſays, that 

Gal 5-1» C le lain Prephert ami Teachers of the CE Feb at 

. Ad Antioeh faſted" ane miniſtred untu the Lord, the Holy Gh. 

Kill. 132+ ſaid, Separate m Baabiy bi Cal for Ihe Work where- 

b I Babb rue thive, Thi & fame Apoſtſe to tie Elders 

(4) Aas Of EpBeſas recothttiends the Care of the Church of God, (O 

ux.23. oer which the Hol '; Ghoſt had made them Overſeers. Tlaial's $ 

prediction Geher ng the hardening of the Jews, which 

00 Ih, vi by«thePfophet 5s called chi - bite of #he Lord, St. Paul 

529 dns the Speech of the Holy'Ghoft. That which concerns 

a8xxviii the Priviledges of the Goſpel is by Jeremy introduced 

25,25 with, Behold the Ditys cometh ſaith the Lord (d) that I 

mt will ale t New Cbvenant, Sc. which o the 

Helytws terms the Witneſs the Hoty'Ghoft to the abo- 

Heb. hing of the many Legal Sacrifices as Tnfufficient, and 

ts the perfection and Perpetuity of the One Evangelical 

(0 2 Cor. Serie. The Lord Ce) i ſaid to be that Spirit which 

i. geg. rings Eiberty, Evert that Lord to whom when te 
Erl. Hear ef che Jews hall urn, the Veil ſpul be tuen away: 

ie ,, But the Apoſtle takes care to inform us, that all chis 15 

35 a Augen te Moſers covering his Fate when he came 

our fron the Sancttaty And fpoke to the People, and 

_— his Veit ec d. le — i to the prefenee of 

the God of Iſrael The Sanctity of Temptes is derived 

len CHE moe eſpecia? pteſetice of God refidiny in thoſe 
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piety, 


 Incarngtion 1 the Son of Ged, aſſert J. 


places conſecrated to his Worſhip pz and Chriſtians are 
Alled upon to conſider, that they are () the Temple of i/) 7855 
God, an Habitation of Gad through the Spirit, that 5 "ore 
rit of God dwelleth in AF way nay that not their Souls Guy Epbel. ii 
but even their Bodies too are the Temple of the Hol — 20, 21, 23. 
Againſt this Perſon unpardonable Sin (g) may com- 0 M. 
mitted; To Him infinite Knowledge, (; 5 eyen af all the h c. 
deep things of. God, „is alcribed, t the ſame intimate Con- ii. 10, 17, 


ſcioulneſs as the Spirit of ęach Nan hagh-with the Secret- 
elt Thoughts of his on Heart: To Him the raiſing of 


the (i) Dead, to Him the Gift of NMHracles, to Him the free i hem. 
diſpoſal of all extraordinary and ſupernatural- Graces es —. 
whatſoc ver, for all 1heſs (k,)-worketh the 0 ene amd the ſel xii. 4-11 
ſame Spirit, Adding to every Man ſeveraly as be will. 

The Lord commanded when his People were bleſſed that 00 Num. 
His Name ſhould be put (J upon them; which the Fems vi. 23. 
underſtood of the incommunicable Name, and therefore 7 
their Superſtition at nat ( r pronouncing Jebouab had () bi- 


no place in the Sacerdotal Benedictions of the Afſembly.z 5. 2: 


Ne voc h. P 


and the Chriſtians are hleßs d by the Apoſtles in the 1. Gabi. 
Name of thes 74 N Cn). 880 —— that of the Father (ﬆ) 2 2 
and Son: And Reaſan,Good, ſince hy our Uerde own i 
1 8 9 — ve are ſolemnly dedicated to all Three 
(o) in the Sacrament, of Baptiſm; and that in ſuch man- () wy. 
ner and form, that were not all of them truly Divine x*viii. 19. 
and of op nal. Authority, A more ;flagrant:inſtance of Im- goa on 
Sacrilege, and (Creature:Workipy conld not be 
found among the rankeſt Pagans. - 10 0b iter 
3. And yet it is no ſeſs evident in "the Third place, 


that there neither are nor gan be more, God's than One. % Mar. 


Tp ts. 4. conſtant voice hoth of Reaſon. and Scripture. xi. 29.32. 
8 i one Pp) iLord, here is Que God ami . 

they is none other hut He, ho for this Reaſon is\fie- 1 Tim, vi. 

. ſtiled the (20 W God. Fon the Belief 175 — 


his Rev. xv. 4. 
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(-) Jani this, Men (r) are commended, and in it the very Devils 
are ſaid to conſent. The Chriſtian Doctrine is fo far from 

intending to poſſeſs Men with any Notions to the con- 
trary, that it takes care expreſly to prevent them; and 

to affirm the belief of our Bleſſed Saviour's Divinity, per- 

{+} 1 Cor. feMy conſiſtent with that fundamental Article. For (H) 
Vai. 5» 6. though there be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven or 
e Earth; (as there be Gods many, ane Lords many ) yet to 

e, fays the Apoſtle, there is but one God the Father, of 

whom are all things, and We in Him, and one Lord Jeſus 

Cbriſt, by whom are all things, and Ve by Him. Nor will 

the Form of in Three Perſons warrant any 
luch Inference, againſt Men who moſt ſolemnly Natel 
6h Eph. One Lord, (+) One Faith, One Baptiſm, One God and Fa- 
iv. 5,6. ther of all, who is above all, and throngh all, and in them 

al. And to alledge a greater Authority than even that 

of an' Apoſtle, our Lord himfelf hath told vs, This i; 
{s) job. Eternal Life (u) to know Thee, that is, the Father the on- 
' xvii. 3. I true God, and Jeſes Chrift whom he hath ſent. But moſt 
.(») 1 Joh: expreſs is that remarkable Text of St. John, There are ( ” 
.*% [Three that bear: record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
deu the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are one. Great pains 

have indeed been taken to wreſt this laſt Weapon out of 
our Hands, but the appearance of its being Genuine is too 
ſtrong to warrant our lightly giving it up. Not that the 

_ -Caufe would fall if this defence were taken away; for 
many other Texts deliver that by neceſfary Implication, 
which is here ſpoken in more peremptory Terms. All 
that aſcribe the eſſential Perfections of the God head to the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt-admitting no other reconciliati- 
on, either with thoſe other Paſſages which ſo fully aſ- 
ſert the Unity of the Divine Effence, or with the Prin- 
E giptes of Reaſon, to which Plurality of Gods is an inſup- 
Portable Contradiction 3 than that of confeſling, — 
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each of thoſe to whom the incommunicable Excellencies 
of the Godhead are aſcribed muſt needs be God; yet fo, 
that notwithſtanding the different Characters by which 
they are repreſented to Us, or the different Relations 
they ſtand in to each other, this Godhead of them all is 
entirely, indiviſibly, inſeparably One. 
II. The next Point to be treated of, which concerns. 

the Incarnation of the Son of God, is ſo cloſely allied to 

This, by the many Scriptural Proofs which are a common 
Support to Both, that it will be highly expedient at leaſt, 

if not abſolutely needful for the Clearneſs and Brevity I 
deſign; to produce our Evidence for that alſo, before I go 

about to vindicate the Former from that Offence to Fews 

or Greeks,which it hath been fo heavily taxed with giving. 

Now the Subſtance of what we profeſs upon this Oe- 

eaſion is, that The Son, (x) which is the Word of the Fa- 

ther, begotten you everlaſting of the Father, the very (e) a 
and eternal God of one Subſtance with the Father, A". 
took Man's Nature in the Womb of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
of her Subſtance z ſo that two whole and perfect Natures, that ' 
it to ſay, the Godhead and the Manhood, were joyned toge- 
ther in one Perſon, never to be divided; whereof is one 
Chriſt, very God and very Man, Now this God-Man was 
known by the Name of Jeſur of Nazareth, and by the 
Title or Character of Meſſzah or Chriſt -- In which reſpects 
he was Perfe# Man, of the Subſtance of his Mother - 
born in the World; but in reſpe& of that Nature which 
he had Before he took ours to it, he exiſted before his- 
Birth' of the Virgin, before- any other Creature, and- 
though not as yet God-Man; yet even then Perfect God 
2 Subſtance of his Father begotten before all Worlds... 
Jpon which Accounts we fmd him mentioned in Ferms 
O very different, and particularly ſtiled in Holy Writ the 
Sor of God, and the Som of Man, ina Sence moſt Signiſi- 
tant and Peculiar. to himſelf... Tor 
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Io this Truth thoſe Texts already brought out of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews bear ample Teſtimony, wherein 

the Second and Third Chapters bring all the Glorious 

(4) Heb. things ſaid in the Firſt, home to Jeſus; () And whom 
, the Author had before preferr'd to the Angels, he here 
1617. ſets as much above Moſes, as a Son in his own Houſe is 
- Superiour to a Servant in another's Houſe; nay, as the 
Builder of the Houſe is more honourable than the Houſe: 
to which this Inference is immediately ſubjoyned, He 
that built all #hings it God. This very Perſon, to whom 
he had aſeribed Divine Eſſence and Titles, an everlaſt- 
ing and univerſal Kingdom, the Creation and Preſerva- 
tion of the World, he afterwards affirms to have been 
made for a ſmall Seuſon lower than the Angels; to have 
participated of the ſame Fleſh and Blood, with thoſe 
| he came to Sancłkify; to have taken the Seed of Abraham, 
and been wade libe unto his Brethren in all things. In like 
manner St. Jobn begins his Goſpel with a moſt accurate 


account of the Mord, the Second of thoſe Three which 


(z) Joh. i. he ſays bear Record in Heaven; that this Word (z) was 
41, 14,16, in the beginning, that it was with God, that it was God, 
16, 1. and yet with God, that it made all things, and wit bout it 

was mot any thing made that mas made, that this Word 


came into the World, had the Teſtimony of John Bap- | 


tiſt, was made Heſb, dwelt among un; even Jeſus Chriſt, 
-whoſe proper Province it was to bring Grace and Truth, 
as that of Moſes heretofore had been to give the Lam. To 


the ſame purpoſe we have the Word of Chriſt himſelf, 


(lab, that he hal Glory with ( a;) the Father before the Warld was, 
—4 5- that be aue (b down from Heaven, and the Father, that 
xvi. 2 bis Aſcention thither was only a returning to tbe place 


( vi. Sa. where be (c) war before, nay where he -was at the very 


(n 4. time (d) of his being upon Earth: that He is iy the F. 
. Ther, amd tbe e. Hater iu Him that They who ſee 12 
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da Father, that He and the*(f.) Father are One. He ac- G D. 


knowledges himſelf the Son (g) of the Bleſſed, he aſſerts f Mir. 
his Exiſtence antecedent to () Abraham, in Terms that (% Joh. 
allude to God's revealing his Name to Moſes, and plain-"*5%. 55. 
ly appear to be fo underſtood by his Adverſaries: He 

calls himſelf the Firſt (i) and the Laſt, a Title well known (0 Rev. i. 


to belong to God alone; but to demonſtrate that here * 7,1. 


the Father could not, But his Incarnate Son of neceſſity 

muſt be meant, after having ſaid, Ian Alpha and Ome- 

ga, the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, 

and which was, and which is to come ; the Almighty; and 0 
again; I an the firſt and the laſt, he adds ſuch a Claracte- & c. 
riſtick as is à ſure Direction where alone theſe Words (0) Tit ii. 


can be applied; For ſo it goes on; I am He that liveth . K | 


and war dead, and behotd I am alive for ever more, Amen, v. 20. 
and have the Keys of Hell and of Death. The Apoſtles ac- ( Jude 
cordingly ſpeak of him in ſuch aStyle as will very hardly jp... i... 
admit of any Ambiguity, ſuch as, The Lord (E) from Heaven, (. Rom. 
the Great (1) God, the True (m) God, the Only (n) Lord (%, job ii. 
God, and Over (o) all God bleſſed for ever. To Him are tg. x 18. 
given the Eſſential Perfections of God,Omnipotence, (p) us, 
_ exemplified in riſing himſelf and raiſing all the dead, (/) Mut. 
by his own Power; in doing whatſoever the Father is. 4. 
doth, and an ability to ſubdue all things to himſelf: 2 
Omniſcience, exerted in łnoming (q) Mens thoughts, know- xxi. 17. 
4 al things ; Omnipreſence implied in the promiſes () C 


xviii. 20. 


wo and anſwering the Prayers made to him in «xvii. 20. 


place, and being with his Servants alway, even to () Heb-i- 
the end of the World. Univerſal Dominion, expreſsd 10. 2, 26. 
by fitting at God's right hand (s) till his Enemies are made AQ. ii 36. 
binFootftool, being Lord of all, and heving all things put phil. f 5. 
under Bu In reſpect of this Humane Nature it is, that he 10,1. f 
is ſaid to be exaſted above all things in Heaven and Hb; 
Earth $ is ting that after having * purged our Sins by 22. Rev. 


his 12, 33+ 
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16 Ty Credibility of the Trinit , and 0 
his Blood, ſate down at the _ hand of the Majeſty on 
high; This with regard to which he is gone into Heaven, 
Angels and Principalities and Powers. being made ſubjedt 
unto bim, and Bleſſing and Honour and Worſhip, and 
Thanks offered to this Lamb that was Slain, for ever and 
ever. So vaſt and manifeſt a difference there is between 
that Preſence of the Divinity, by which God is ſaid to 
be in any other Prophet or Holy Perſon, a Tranfient 
and Occaſional Preſence only ; and that fixt Reſidence 
* cli. and indiſſoluble Union by which (f) 40 the fullneſs of the 

9 Godhead dwells in Jeſus Chriſt bodily. do, 

In a Word, whatever hath already been urged for 


the Divinity of the Son of God is by virtue of his Perſo- 


nal Union with our Nature true of the Man Chriſt Jeſus: 
40 Phil Who when in the form of the meaneſt Servant () was ſtill 


5, as truly in the form of God, and thought it not robbery to 


be equal with God, An Evidence as full as Words could 
well expreſs, ſuch as ſeems to require a very labour'd 
perverſeneſs to miſinterpret ; More, much more than 


they who have moſt ſtudiouſly miſinterpreted are able 


to ſet aſides either by making their own Novel and 
falſe Gloſſes at all of a piece with the general ſtrain of 


Scripture, or by furniſhing one ſubſtantial Reaſon againſt 
that natural Conſtruction, which the Words at firſt view 


offer, and the Faithful of all Ages have fo readily gone 
Into. gu, . 
However, that I may not ſeem inſenſible or negligent 
of, nor You be unprovided for the Objections, which 
ſome among our ſelves (the more the Shame and Pity) 
have. very induſtriouſly heaped together againſt either 
the Texts here produced, or thoſe to the ſame effect 
which I am obliged to paſs by; In ſtead of examinin 
- and expoſing each little Evaſion in particular, it fh 
ſiulice at preſent to lay down Two or Three general Re- 


flections 


— C_— 
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flections, which may ſnew the Reaſonableneſs of recei-v 
ing ſuch Paſlages in their Natural and moſt Obvious Sig- 
nification, and the Vanity of all thoſe miſerable ſhitts 
and ſubterfuges, which draw after them a train of as 
groſs and deteſtable Conſequences, as any of thoſe ima- 
ginary Ones,which they are pretended to be called in for 
neceſſary remedies againſt, 1 6 

1. Firſt then, The Importance of any Doctrine and 
our Obligation to embrace it we cannot better judge ot, 
than by the Frequency, the Solemnity, and the Variety 
of Methods made uſe of for inculcating it. Let us ſee 


then how far this appears to be the Caſe of the Articles 


now under Conſideration. Had the Son and Holy Spirit 
been once or twice, and as it were caſually, mentioned 
in Terms capable of giving ſome Countenance to the be- 
lief of their Divinity, the Sence of theſe Texts might 
have been left to be Governed by the more general 
Current of Scripture. Had they the Names of God and 
Lord attributed often to them, but no where thoſe ado- 


rable Perfections, which Reaſon and the Word of God 


do both agree in Affirming of the true God only; 
It being out of all diſpute, that thoſe Names are ſome- 


times to be underſtood in an improper and figurative 


Senſe, much might have been alledged for ſoftening the 


ſuppoſed harſhneſs of ſuch Expreſſions, by taking refuge 
in Catachreſes and Metaphors. Nay, on the other Hand, 
had thoſe Perfections been ſomewhere afcribed to them, 
but the Names and Titles peculiar to God no where; 


Reverence, and Modeſty, and a b holy Jealouſy 


for His Honour, who hath declared himſelf ſo very jea- 
lous of his own, might have reſtrained us from the bold-. 


neſs of daring to place the Name of God on Them, to 


whom Inſpired Writers (for ſubſtantial Reaſons as might 
be piouſly preſumed) had ſet us no pattern for giving: 
| | it. 
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and without any reſe 


it. But now, when this appears to be the conſtant Lan- 


guage of God's Word; When every Writer, and every 

Eook of the New Teſtament ſpeak it ſo very familiarly, 

> apply. to the Son both before 
5 the Bleſſod Spirit, Titles 


and after his Incarnati 


peculiar to God alone: When the moſt Iiteral import of 


thoſe places is juſtified by the Divine Excellencies affirm- 
ed of Them no leſs than ofthe Father: Men who are not 
exceeding captious, will, I ſhould think, be very apt to 


conclude, that the Doctrines I have been contending for 


are not only very warrantable and well ſupported, but 
neceſſary to be entertained and ſtedfaſtly adhered to. 
For ſure the Apoſtles would not have taken ſo many ſe- 
veral ways for eſtabliſhing them, and for obviating the 
Scruples and Prejudices that Men's own Minds might 
figgeſt againſt them, were not theſe Articles Eſſential 
parts of that Religion, which Chriſtians $4 ſuch) pro- 
feſs, and ought to diſtinguiſh themſelves by. 

- 21 Secondly, Fhoſe of our Adverſaries, who heartily 
agree with us-in the Divine Authority of Scripture, hold 
this, as we do, for the true Rule and Meaſure of a Chriſti- 
ans Faith, and fay it is a Method of Inſtruction deſign- 
ed for all Conditions and Capacities of Men. If fo, tis 
reaſonable ſure to think, that Care is taken to expreſs 
Matters of the higheſt Conſequence, as plainly as the 
Subject would Bear: Conſequently, that either the Letter 
ſnould not be forſaken; unleſs ſome Circumſtances, either 
in the Context or the Nature of the thing ſpoken of, 
gave ſuch warning for it, as mien be viſible and ſuffici- 
ent to Readers of common Underſtanding and Attenti- | 
ofrs- Or elſe, that where no ſuch warning appears, Men 
ſhould not be trapann'd into any dangerous Error by | 
ſticking to the plain and natural Conſtruction. But here 
we find it direckty other wiſe. 


Let: 


Incarnation of the Son of Cod, aſſerted. 19 
Let us ſuppoſe, as naturally we muſt, that the Letter 
of theſe Scriptures would incline the generality of Rea- 
ders, to think the Son and Holy Ghoſt God, and to 
Worſhip Them together with the Father. Admit now 
the Doctrines of the Trinity and Incarnation to be falſe, 
and what js the Conſequence of this Opinion and Prac- 
tice? No leſs than down-right Idolatry; That very Ido- 
latry which God all along took ſuch care to extirpate. 
For this did not conſiſt in not worſhipping the Supreme 
God, but in worſhiping Others together with Him, who 
were by (w) Nature no Gods. At this then the Old Te- ( HE. 
ſtament was principally levell'd, that the People of God 
ſhould have no other Gods, beſides, or before, or toge- 
ther with Him: At this the New, to turn the Gentiles 0 
(x) alſo from Idols to ſerve the living and true God. The xii. , 2. 
governing Intention of both Teſtaments is the ſame: On- 1 Theſ i. 
ly they repreſent the ſame God under different Charac- 
ters, according to the different Oeconomies they were 
appointed to ſerve: His Stile in the Old is the Lord Gor 
of Iſrael, In the New, The God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: But ſtill the Defign of both is utterly eva- 
cuated, if the Son and Holy Ghoſt be not by Nature God, 
but the Father only be ſo; and yet the Language of the 
New Teſtament do naturally carry us to own and wor- 
ſhip Them as ſuch, together with the Father. | 
Let us ſee then whether any Proviſion hath been made 
againſt ſo dangerous an Errour,as the Literal Conſtruction, 
upon this Suppoſition, muſt involve Men in. Were they 
ſufficiently warn'd againſt this Senſe by other Texts of 
Scripture, which inculcate the Unity of the Godhead ? 
This could not be; becauſe thoſe of the New Teſtament 
as well affirm the Unity of the-Godhead-as the diſtincti- 
on of the Perſons : And conſequently,if the Word of God 
be not inconſiſtent with it * The 3 of 
2 ree 
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Three Divine Perſons cannot be inconſiſtent with the 


Acknowledgment of One God, and no other but Him. 
Chriſt then by ſaying that He and the Father are One, and 


St. John. that the Father the Word, and the Holy Opoſt 
are One, remove all Scrupulous Fears of owning Three 
Perſons, leſt in fo doing we fhould own Three Gods: 
and ſhew that there is no neceſſary, no manner of Conſe- 
quence from the Former of theſe to the Latter. 
Nor are the Methods of Conſtruction advanced by our 
Adverſaries, and the Grounds they proceed upon, a ſuffi- 
cient Warning for this purpofe. For theſe, conſiſting 
chiefly in Critical Niceties of Articles, and Pointings, | 
Metaphorical Creations, or Strained Figures, are too full 


of Subtlety and Artifice for the Vulgar to underſtand. I 


appeal then to any ſober Judgment, whether it was the 


part of Prudent ( not to ſay Divinely inſpired ) Writers, 


to expreſs themſelves ſo, as muſt defeat the great Aim 


of all revealed Religion, if their Words be taken in their 
moſt natural Senſe ; Whether it was the part of Fair 
and Honeſt Writers, who wrote to Men of all Conditi- 


ons, to do it ſo as muſt enſnare the much greater part of 
their Readers. in Creature-Worſhip, the greateſt of all 


Impieties: Whether that ought to be allowed, as a Good 


Objection againſt what they literally and frequently and 


profeſſedly own which they at the ſame time literally 


wo hand 


frequently and profeſſedly diſclaim : In a Word, Whether, 


in a point of ſuch mighty Importance, their true Senſe 
.can be ſuppoſed to turn upon ſuch foreign and little Ni- 
ceties, as can be no preſervative againſt Idolatry to the 


Many unlearned who cannot underſtand them; and are 
ſo wretchedly trifling, as inſtead of Satisfying are apt on- 


Iy to provoke Indignation and Contempt in the (com- 


paratively ) few Learned that do. 
3. This is the rather to be inſiſted on, becauſe 4 ob- 
. 7 | rve 


W tics; and, to deliver themſelves from Doctrines above 


* 


Incarnation of the Son of God, aſſerted. 4 


ſerve, Thirdly, that all their Evaſions have not yet got 
over the Difficulties they find themſelves preſs d with 
from thoſe places, which give Command () or Example (5) Job. 
for Worſhipping and Praying to Chriſt; Or that promiſe v.,“ 
his Hearing and Granting Men's Prayers; Or that direct all Mar. xvii 
Men to Honour the Son even as they Honour the Father. 2*: 


A CS 


Joh. v.23. 


And therefore to juſtify our Complyance in theſe Mat- Lu. xxiv. 
ters a new Diſtinction hath been brought to our Relief. 2. 
The Exaltation of our Bleſſed Lord, and the Glorious 3. == 
Recompence made his Humane Nature, by ſeating it on 
the Throne of God, and commanding every Knee to 
bow before it, is made the Ground of our Adoration. 
But how 2 Not (as the Truth is) that his Humane Na- 
ture hath a right to this by its inſeparable Union with 
the Divine (which in Chriſt Glorified is the ſtrict and 
proper Object of our Worſhip ) but (according to this 
new Scheme) without acknowledging any thing in him 
truly and naturally Divine, the pretended mere Man 
Griſt Jeſus is made a God by Office and Dignity; and 
2 Creature, in conſideration of Exemplary Obedience, is 
promoted to a Right of receiving that Homage and Du- 
ty, which hath generally been eſteemed the incommuni- 
cable Prerogative of the Great Creator alone. Thus do 
theſe zealous Champions for the Unity of the Godhead 
deſtroy what they go about unduly to preſerve : They 
advance an Expedient, which if true, would make the 
New Teſtament lay the ſame Foundation for Idola- 
try with that of the Pagan Theology, which Deified 
Men for their extraordinary Merits; They unluckily Split 
upon real for the ſake of avoiding imaginary Abſurdi- 


Reaſon, impoſe ſuch as are moſt palpably contrary to 
Reaſon. Certainly this is not to affert the Purity of the 
Chriſtian, but to ſtrike at the very Root of Revealed, 
my even of Natural Religion. 4— 
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I. Give me leave to obſerve, Fourthliy, that, if the 
Arguments brought againſt the literal Meaning of thoſe 
Texts which declare for the Divinity of our Saviour 

prove any thing at all, they prove a great deal too much; 
And that which their Bringers can neither ward off, nor 
will be content to abide by. It greatly ſtrengthens our 
Interpretation, that thoſe with whom our Lord con- 
vers d underſtood his Words then, exactly as we do now. 
( Johæ. His calling God Father they () interpreted a making 
17, 18. himſeif equal with God; At his ſaying before (a) Abra- 
(l,  #212-was Jam, they immediately took up ſtones to caſt at 
) him; 80 did chey again, for that other 2 „ 
Fru ber are one; the meaning of which iu their Apprehen- | 
(00 Joh. x. ſion they declare to be making (b) himſelf God, and the 
39,31, 3a, defign of Stoning him, that they might puniſh the ſup- 
* poſed Blaſphemy he was guilty of in it. And to menti- 
on * wy his Acknowledgment, when ad . 
Au High Prieſt, that he was #he Chriſt,” the Som (e) of the Bleſ- | 
— '6:,Jed is reputed a Bla phemy Gen and ITS a5 


63, 64. ſuperſeded all farther need of Witneſſes, and drew on 


an unanimous and immediate Sentence, that he was 
guilty of death. So little it ſeems did it enter into the Heads 
of any who then heard him, that no more was intended 
by his being he Son of God than being ſo merely by Office 
and Adoption, or by being before Abrabam than only in 
the eternal Decree of God to ſend him; or One with 
tte Father, but by Conſent : Which certainly are very 
innocent Meanings, ſuch as They muſt be very Malici- 
ous indeed 'that could take Offence at, ſuch-as any other 
Good Man might ſay the ſame Words in as well as Je- 
tus, and neither diſhonour God nor diſpleaſe Men. 
But how does our Lord behave himſelf while under 
theſe fea For they are of ſuch a Nature, as nei- 
ther Modleſty, nor Prudenee, nor Piety will ſuffer a Man 
45 to 


* * * 
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above the Works: that: any other Man had done, were- 
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to continue under if he can fairly clear himſelf of them: 
Does he tell them hey daily miſtook his Words, and 
therefore contrived. to do him Evil! Does he at any time 
retract what he had ſaid, or explain it to a Different 
Senſe > No. He does once * indeed decline a direct An- Job. x. 
ſwer by alledging the Examples of others fent by God, 
upon whom their own Scriptures had beſtowed the Title 
of Godsz yet ſo as in no 1 to quit kis claim to tlie 
utmoſt they conceived his Words to import. He ſuffers 
his Diſciples to call and think him ſueh a Son of God as 
the Jews abhorred him for pretending to be; He fre- 
ntly repeats ſuch profeſſions himſelf; He perfiſts in 
thei to the Taſt z He makes them upon Oath, when it 
was leaſt of all ſit to Equivocate, or to reſerve any ſecret 
Meaning different from the Magiſtrate's Senſe that adjured 
him: He knew the Conſequence of all this muſt be, that 
they who believed theſe Declarations would own him 
and Worſhip him-as God; and they who did not would: 
deteſt him as an Impoſtor. RL pe 1 
Suppoſe now, that Chriſt was not truly God, what ſhall 
we ſay for a Conduct ſo amazing? What for a Notion yet 
more amazing thera Perfon of this unparallelled Preſump- 
tion and moſt Sacrilegious Impiety, ſhould be adopted by 
God, and attain Divine Honours for his Humility, and 
Meekneſs, and Piety, a moſt Exemplary Life, and voluntary 


nnn 


ſuffer ing a moſt injurious Death. Aſſuredly there is no Me- 


dium, but Joſus Chriſt is either truly God, or he was, (What E 
tremble but to repeat, and what they ho give the Occaſion 
ought much more to tremble to hear) the moſt preſump- 
tuous and prophane, the laſt and moſt deteſtable of Men. 
And we ſhouid be very hard put to it to prove any ſuch 
thing as a Divine Revelation, could we ſyppoſe it poſſible 
tor God to give ſuch Feſtimony as he did to Jg, ſo far 
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not his Declarations of this kind ſtrictly and literally true: 
For, upon other Terms, he was unqueſtionably the moſt 
dangerous Seducer of the People, and the boldeſt Inva- 
der of God's Honour and Prerogative, that ever yet at- 


tempted upon Mankind. 


things juſtly, that the Jews who accuſed and crucified, 
and to this day continue to revile our Bleſſed Lord as a 


It muſt then-be allowed, I think, by all who conſider 


Blaſphemer, and the Gentiles who refuſe him as an Im- 


ſtor; do act at leaſt more conſiſtently with their own 
PR than They who name themſelves after him, 
profeſs. to revere his Doctrine for Divine: call him the beſt 
of Teachers and of Men, and yet wreſt his Words to ſuch 
a Senſe, as quite deſtroys theſe fair Pretences by Conſe- 
quences that ſeem unavoidable. Did Paul and Barnabas 
at Lyſtra fall into the utmoſt confuſion, when the People 
went about to worſhip them? Did the Angel forbid St. 
Johbx's doing it to Him, and bid him reſerve that Honour 
for God? And did Jeſus ſuffer, encourage, command, and 
promiſe to reward it? If he were Man only, this could 
not entitle him to a Reward ſo great from a God who 
hath fo ſolemnly declared he will not give his Glory to 
another. Let our Adverſaries be of a piece then, and 
either own him that very God which they are fo loath 
toconfeſs; or-not allow him to be thatexcellently Good 
Man, which nothing but Obſtinacy and Blindneſs can, 
and yet their own Methods ſeem to make it fo neceflary 
o 
It is however certain, that how conſiſtently ſoever 
with their own Principles thoſe Jem and Gentiles who 
never received Chriſt and his Goſpel may ſeem! to have 
acted, in rejecting the Doctrines of the Trinity and In- 
carnation; yet have they by no means been conſiſtent 
with the Truth. Nor indeed ſo with their own m_ 
AS . Ples 
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ples throughout, if that be true which I am now going 
to allege, as a Reaſon why thoſe Articles were very 
wrongfully made a Stumbling-block not to be got over. 
by One, and acconnted Fooliſoneſt by the Other. 

To begin then with the Jews, The Intimations of 
theſe Matters, which they ſeem to have had before the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, and the exact Agreement of 
the Goſpel with thoſe Notions which that People either 
actually had, or might with due Attention have attained, 
when theſe Doctrines were firſt publiſhed among them. 
And Firſt as to the Trinity. 

(i.) One Intimation of this kind hath been thought 
the manner of the Old Teſtament ſo frequently expreſ- (4) g 
fing (d) God by a Noun, or Attributes in the Plural, join- . xX. 
ed with a Verb in the Singular Number. Which, though 8 
the Jews rightly alledge as a Mark that we are not from 3. 
thence to infer more Gods than One, yet ſome have ng "FR. 
ſuppoſed it a fair hint for inferring more Perſons in pf. 
God than One. That this is not a neceſſary form of * 
Speech, they think, appears from the fingular Noun be- 1. 28 
ing uſed in (e) theſe very Books: And that there is &. 
fomewhat more in it than a mere Idiom of the Hebrew "ym 
Tongue, they have been induced to think the Jews have . ” 
formerly allowed, from that Gloſs of one of their Rab- ( A. 
i bies, upon the firſt Words of Geneſis. Bara Elohim, If ro 
ö it were not thus written (ſays he) it could not be Lam ful ois. 1. 
„1 to expreſs our ſelves in this Manner. They call this 7% 3 
form indeed a Confutation of the Hereticks (meaning 


nn 


2 


r thereby the Chriſtians ) But this proceeds upon a falſe 
) Preſumption, that by owning an]! Worſhipping Three 
© MW Perſons in God, we deſtroy that Unity of Eſſence, 
- which our Religion maintains as conſtantly as their 


It Own, and profeſſes to believe the fame God, the God 
of Iſrael, and none other than Him. | 
"i D S Such 
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; Such Intimationsagain thoſe Texts have been lookt up- 

on to be, where God is introduced ſpeaking in ſueh Forms 
Gen i. as theſe; * Let ut make Man in aur own Image, the Marr is 


© #6. iii. 2 . hecome 4s oe of ns. Let us go down and confound their Speech, 


Was Whom ſball Ifexd, and Who ſhall go for us? The common 
| Solution whereof, by faying that thefe forms are either 
directed to the Creatures, or to the Angels, or are a Stile 
proper to Majeſty, being thought inſufficient, and liable 
6% See to many and great Objections (g) which the time will 
Hornbeck, not ſuffer to be here particularly inſiſted upon. 
_— 12 Such likewiſe are thoſe Other, Where Mention is made 
anſwer to Of God more than once in the ſame Text and under diffe- 
Ten rent Capacities; as (5) Jebovah raining down Fire upon Ho- 
rac! co dom from Jehovah, God anointing,and God anointed, The 
Gef. iin Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my right hand + Jebo- 
en vb ſending, and Jehovah ſent, with ſundry others of the 
570 ts like Nature. Thoſe of the laſt form are the more con- 
399 ſiderable, becauſe the Learned Jews have acknowledged, 
Ii * that, though the other Names of God may be and are 
Paal xlv. 7. ſometimes allowed to Creatures, becauſe derived from his 
ae. Works, or ſuch Exce'lencies as are communicable: yet 
19,11, that of Jehovah (i) is peculiar to God alone, becauſe this 
8 denotes his eternal and neceſſary Exiſtence. Which by 
Nvecb. the way is a Rule not eaſy to be reconciled with the 
n Practice of interpreting thoſe Scriptures of mere An- 
Meſs. gels, who call themſelves Jehovah; becauſe they are 
Concitiar. ſtill Creatures and no more, however for that time pre- 
in Fo: tended to ſuſtain the Character of Him by whom 
tzdey are ſent. An Embaſſador, though ſpeaking in 
the Name and reprefenting the Perſon of his King, 
would not be more „ and abſurd in taking 
to himſelf the Enſigns and Titles peculiar to Royalty; 


than the moſt excellent of Creatures may ſeem to be in 
aſſuming a Name, which (according to this Rule) 15 25 
1 | . 5 | 7 2 
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incommunicable as the Nature and Self Exiſtence it de- 
notes, and can be allowed to none but Him, who is tru- 
ly and ſtrictly God. 

It hath been farther obſerved, that the Holy Spirit js 
mentioned in the Old Teſtament as a Perſon ; As when 
he js ſaid to ſpeak by the Prophets, * to ſend the Meſſiah, and 


* 2 Sim, 
xxiii. 2. 


the like. And that ſome learned Jews have underſtood IG. xvii. 


the beginning of Geneſit in thisSence, (One of whom ,, * mi 
in en Authority exporinds the Spirit of God which mo- Kasbah. 
ved upon the face of the Waters, not by Air or Wind as 92d kay. 
others have done, but by ſaying, that this is the Spirit Ae 
the Meſſi ab the K ing, as it ir ſaid in Eſaiat, The Spirit of the © xi S. 9. 
Lord ſhell reſt upon him: Andanother () calls it, The Throne 11. C. g 
of Glory ſtand ing on the Air or Void Space, and brooding on torn l. v. 
the Face of the Waters by the Spirit of his Mouth, that 3s © *- b. 
the Holy Bleſſed God, and by his Word, as a Dove fits CR Sal. 
ooding upon the Neft. _ x Zarch. in 
Once more, The ſame hath been ſuppoſed yet more fe Wa : 
fully intimated, by ſeveral places where the name of . 4. 
God ( is thrice repeated; as alſo by the Doxology 5 8 
of the ( ) Seraphim in Haiab, which the Spirits before ſer.xxxii. 
the Throne in St. Fobz's Revelation, and which we dai- 5; 
1y-fing in the Liturgies of the Ohriſtian Church. Upon 4. S. 
which an antient Few (o) s ſaiĩd to have left us this Com- „ Ii. 
ment, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabbath; That is, 5 8 
The Father Haly, the Son Holy, the Spirit Holy. Nor will 5-4-2. 
tlis ſeem ſo very ſtrange, if thoſe Names of God men- © #:- 
tioned by Maimonides; The Name of Twelve, and that ij. hn 
of Two and Forty Letters be truly accounted for by Ga- Re emf 
latinur. That Jew himſelf confeſſes they conſiſt of ſeve- . vi. 
ral words, and contain ſo much of Myſtery, that they were 5-- 6s/. 
communicated not to all promiſcuouſly, but only to ſuch * 
as were modeſt among the Priefts, becauſe fome raſh c a, 
Men by miſtaking them had from thence taken Occaſion „. 


More Ne v. 
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to corrupt the Principles of their Faith; whereas they 
were intended to lead Men to the true Knowledge of the 
Eſſence of the Bleſſed God. Theſe Names he mentions 
as of great Antiquity, and ſays, that am the Death of 
Simeon the Juſt, his Brethren the Prieſts left: off to bleſs 
by the Name Jehovah, and bleſsd the People in the 
Sanctuary with the Name of Twelve Letters: but find- 
ing the ill uſe preſumptuous and perverſe Men made of 
This, they contrived: to mutter it over, ſo as that the 
ftanders by ſhould not hear diſtinaly what they ſaid, 
And this Name I ſay, if Galatinus tell us true is, Ab-Bey, 
Ve Ruah Kadoſb; that is, Father Son and Holy Spirit; 
Which conſiſts of ſo many Letters in the Hebrew, And 
may very well bear the Reflections of Maimonides upon 
it Both for the Abuſe of it to the Opinion of Three 
Gods by raſh Men, and for its being ſubſtituted into the 
Form of Benediction to explain the Threefold Repetition 
(+) Nom. Of Jehovah in that Form (7) left them by Mofes. 
51523, 24, Iwould not lay more weight upon theſe (which I have 
25: 25:27. therefore choſen to call) Intimations, than they will 
fairly bear; though methinks they do not deſerve to be 
altogether neglected. But in what follows next concer- 
ning the Incarnation of the Son of God we have much fir- 
mer Ground to go upon. And here my Buſineſs ſhall 
be to ſet before you ſome Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, 
undoubtedly belonging to the Meſſzah, and ſpeaking of 
Him as Very God, which are expreſly attributed to Jeſus 
O) gu. in the New. Such are, Thon (g) art my Son this day 
pry 7. have I begotten thee, Thy Throne O God is for ever and 
crap ever, O God thy God hath anointed thee, Thou Lord haſt 
Heb. i. 4, Iaid the Foundations of the Earth, all attributed to our 
1% Blefſed Saviour by the Author to the Hebrews, with a 
purpoſe to prove him in Nature and Dignity ſuperior to 
the Angels. Such is the cxth Pſalm applied to Chriſt A | 8 
0 0 the. 
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the (t) ſame Auther and by Jeſas himſelf; Such the Third (&) Heb.i. 
of Malachi where Jehovah is (aid to come to his Temple, Mi au. 
confeſſed by the Jews to predict the Meſſiah, and appli- 41 ' 45. 
ed to Jeſus (n) by himſelf, St. Mark, and the Father of (#) mw 
John the Baptiſt. St. John acquaints us, that the Word was war. i. 2. 
made (w] Fleſh, and that this Word was God, before it gi, 
was made Fleſh: and it is worth our while to mark the (*) Jo - 
Agreement between the Antient Paraphraſts of the O11, 

and the Writers of the New Teſtament in this particular. 

Thoſe ſay, The World (x) was made by the Word of b.) orkut: 
God, St. John, that Al things were made by the Word, and in Deut. 
without him was not any thing made that was made :. And Joh e 
to take away all Ambiguity, with regard either to the Col. i. 16: 
Perſon or the Nature of the Creation there ſpoken of; 


St. Paul is expreſs, that By Him (the Son of God) were 


all things created that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth ʒ 
viſible and inviſible ;, whether they be Thrones or Dominions, 
or Principalities, or Powers, all things were created by bim 

and for him. The Paraphraſts ſay, God made ( a Co- e 
venant between. Abraham and his Word, St. Paul, that Gen. xvii- 
this Covenant was confirmed of God in Chriſt, They lay, 3 l __ 
the Iſraelites murmured (z) againſt the Word, St. Paul, C2) Num. 
that they tempted Chriſt, when they were plagued with v. 5. 6. 
fiery Serpents. It was Jehovah the only true God's (a) (a) Uh . 
Glory which Iſaiah ſays he ſaw in his Viſion, St. 7ohn Job. xii. 41. 
affirms this to be the Glory of Chriſt, To Jehovah David 

very devoutly commends his (5 Spirit, ſo does our 6 pg, 
Bleſſed Saviour upon the Croſs to the Father; But the «xi 5. 
ſame Act of Devotion is performed to that Crucified Sa-, i. 
viour by St. Stephen, and the Text hath expreſſed it very Adi 5g. 
. They ſtoned Stephen calling upon God and 

Saying, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. The Lord Jehovab 

lays in Zechariah, They (e) ſhall look on me whom they. have (c) Zeh. 


Dierced, St. John. applys this Prophecy. directly toChriſt's 3 10. 


Job-xix: - 


E 
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dead body wounded with a Spear. It is the Lord of Hoſt; 

(a Ic vii. foretold by Iſaiah (d) to be to ſome a Sanctuary, but for 4 
14. xx. Store of Stumbling, and # Rock of Offence to the Houſes o 
Rom ix. Iſrael and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem: the ſame kid 
9 is elſewhere called a precious Corner Stone, a-ſure Found - 

' 4367.8. Hon to them that believe. And both theſe Prophecies are 
joyntly interpreted of Chriſt by the concurrent Authori- 

ty of St. Peter and St. Paul. ARE 


It is with great Propriety, and a peculiar Elegance; 


| 45 Job i that the Word is ſaid by St. John (a) oxnres W fuiv, to 
| 14. ii. 19, dwell among, we (ay, it ſeems rather to pitch his Taber- 
| Heb 1 19, Hacle in, Us; and that Men are ſaid to have beheld his 
10. Glory, and again, that 7%, himſelf calls his Body a 
Temple. All which no doubt allude to the Jewiſh Ta- 
bernacle and Temple, which as {the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews argues) was (like the reſt of that Ritual Inſtitu- 
tion) a Type of Chriſt. The Shekinab or Emblem of a Di- 
| vine preſence reſiding upon the Figure thus repreſenting 
=— the real Indwelling of the Divinity, (the Glory where- 
of was beheld ) in the Body of the Word made Fleſh: 
which Body was the Subſtance ſhadowed by that Figu- 
rative Tabernacle and Temple. .  _ | 
Such is the Agreement between the Texts of the Old 


Agreement between the then Synagogue and the Chri- 
ſtian Church with Relation to the Senſe of thoſe Texts, 
may be ſtill a Queſtion, for the refolving whereof, ſo far 


following Confiderations. 85 | 
Firſt, I would refer you to the Arguments urged here 
in a former * Diſcourſe, to prove, that the Writers of 


* Lewes the New Teſtament did not, durſt not, cannot reaſona- } 


| om ik bly be imagined, as matters then ſtood, to cite the Jew- 
| iſh'Scriptures in a Meaning, or to apply them to any Per- 


ſon | 


> 


. 
* n n 8 mi ks 


and New Teftatnent, but whether there were the like | 


asis neceſſaty for our preſent purpoſe, I would offer theſe | 


AN 
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fon or Thing, other than their Adverfaries agree they 


were intended for, and might with fair and due Attenti- 
on be fatisficd they were propeniy applicable to. 

| Secondly, In ſuch a controverſy as this, where the 
Scarcity of antient Jew 
with pofitive and direct Proofs, it ſeems very reaſonable 
to form a Judgment upon probable Preſumptions. 

Now, Thirdly, Such a Prefumption I take this to be, 
that the Evangeliſts expreſſed themfelves in ſuch Terms 
and Senſe, as were familiar and well underſtood at that 
time. Particularly, that when St. Job» fpoke of the Word 
as a Perſon, this was not Language new or uncouth 


among the Jews of his days. That Goſpel is generally 


| allowed to be written in confutation of the Cerinthiaz 
and Ehionitiſo Hereſy : Now Cerinthus and Ebion were 
Zealous Aſſerters of the Jewiſh Law, as well as oppoſers 
of our Lord's Divinity; But this laſt Error was what St. 


John principally ſet himſelf againſt. And when be be- 


gins his confutation of it, by ſaying that the Word was 
in the beginning, that it was with God, that it was 
God, and that it was made Fleſh: What can we 
| think this cuold avail, if thoſe Judaizers had not the 
fame received Notion of the Word with that he 
plainly had of it? Efpecially, how can we ſuppoſe this 
was not a general Notion, when we find ſuch common 
uſe made of it in thoſe Chaldee Paraphraſts, whofe Au- 
thority ſeems to be had in ſuch Veneration by the Jews, 
and their Expoſitions to have been written fo near the 
Date of St. John's Goſpel ? It appears to me much more 
credible, that the Evangeliſt adapted his Expreſſions to 
the then current Language of the Jews, than to.any Pla- 
toniek or Philoſophical Scheme, which was ſo much more 
foreign to the Occaſion of his Writing, when he had 
Zealots for the Law of Moſes to deal with. 


Fourth i, | 


+ Authors will not furniſh us 
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Fourthly, Whereas it hath been ſuggeſted, that the 
Authors who are alledged to ſpeak in favour of theſe 
Myſteries are Spurious and Forged, written by Jews by 
Birth perhaps, but not by Religion, it ſeems but reaſon- 
able that ſome other Proof ſhould be brought of this, 
beſides their Modern Countrymen not owning or valu- 
ing them. They are not Adverſaries of ſo much Can- 
dour, to efteem any Writer who hath. dropp'd any thing 
in favour of Chriſtianity. Theſe Authors ſeem to be 
too numerous to be all forged: And it is no ſtrange thing 
for Men in Error ſometimes to ſtumble unawares upon, 
or be overborn by the Force of Truth. But it were a 
a ſhort way indeed of ending Controverſies, if every 
Teſtimony ſhould paſs for forged which makes againſt |; 
Men, and this upon the word of-them it makes againſt, | 
Fifthly, A greater Difficulty is the unanimous Oppo- 
ſition now made by this People againſt theſe Articles; 
All of them diſclaiming either a Perſonal Diſtinction in 
God, or any more than a mere Man in their expected 
Meſſiah. Not All, if the Books quoted by Chriſtian 
Writers be Genuine; But general, tis own'd, this Opini- 
on is: And how ſuch a general Defection ſhould be from 
their former Principles, (if theſe were ever fo) is not 
(it is confeſſed) eaſy to be accounted for, without any | 
viſible Footſteps of its Beginning and Progreſs , or 


any Oppoſition to it appearing. But the Caſe ſeems to 

have been the ſame too with regard to the Sufferings of | 

the Meſſiah. Yet theſe were fully fignified by the Pro- 
(f) Luke Phets, () Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt 

- 46. #0 Ser, How then ſhaY the Scriptures be fulfilled that thus 

„„ it muſt be? All this was done that it might be fulfilled | 

which was ſpoken by the Prophets, are we know frequently | 

in our Saviour's Mouth. Now it ſeems very difficult to 

conceive, that the antient Synagogue never took — 
| 2 5 re- 
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1 1 of God, afſerted.. 4 © 
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Predictions ofthis Matter in their true Meaning. and yet t 
was thought in our ;$aviour's time a good Anſwer to 
the Signification of his awn, Death, Me — heard out 0 
the Lam, that Chri . need: ever, 952 and how ers (cg Joh. 
thou, Abe Han of. Xl. 327 
But to return, When —— High. 2 aus 
ther he were the Chryſt, 967 65 
Lo any ety þ 
to be ſuch ; nay ſag * 
was condemn'd of Biaſphemy ben wine himſelf ſo to 
de Which how it couid agree with any meaning but that 
of the Son of God, ſo as to be more than Man, or ho 
they contd have t a Perſon whom they really be- 
lieved the Chriſt a Raſphemer for ſtyling himſelf, the 
don of God, is not I conceive, caſy to apprehend. It 
ſeems then probable to me, I own, that the Jews did 
4 then expect Nach a Chrift as. would be the Son of the 
-Bleſſed Nici ſpeaking and that Jeſus was adjudged 
| WH Guilty of Blaſphemy for aſſuming a Title, which they who 
5 denied him to be the Chriſt, — 4 it the higheſt and 
moſt ſaerilegious Impiety in him to pretend to: And for 
1 foretelling that he — One day come in the 21 of 
t WH Heaven, in a manner which the Prophet Daniel d D. ii 
75 ſoretold, and as they underſtood the true Veins ou 
T do. And if this be ſo, the great i 2 7 55 Change 
0 which hath matter of Fact in One of t heſe Articles, can- 
< 5 be.a good Argament. or: mot belicving the. like in 
er. 
if 6. Further yet, Though no fach Senſe of the Antient 
ot Synagogue could. be proved e bo hes 
4 WY were at leaſt ſuch Intimations of theſe, Dodrin "aw the 
dad Teſtament, as, when br ta a right — 
mh ne by 50 g:of the s, they 1 — 
. Len, Cttaugh they Kngl Hefore) 1 04 ek 
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ind Congruity of theſe D6Arinesby : This were enough 


for the main thing I am contending fof. It being evi- 
dent, that thoſe Articles cannot juſtify our Infidelity, 


which when ſeen by a clearer Light, and revealed more 


— 


- fame have been again diſtinguiſned by Vafinire Goodneſs, | 


expreſly, are ſo far from contradicting, as rather to il- 


luſtrate what we knew before. Now. the very ſparing 
Diſcoveries of theſe Myſteries in the Old Teſtament 
might (very likely) be calculated for that Peoples weak- 


neſs; and particularly for their great proneneſs upon 


all Occaſions to Idolatry. And therefore Three Perſons | 


in one Divine Subſtance, and a God in Humane Fleſh, | 
were Truths reſerved for the fulneſs of Time, til! | 
adual Advances, and particularly a long Diſufe of 


Falſe Worſhip which the Babyloniſh Captivity ſeems to | 
have purged them from, had rendred them capable of 


theſe, as well as many other rich, and till then hidden | 


Treaſures of Divine Knowledge. EH 
II. One Word or Two to ſhew theſe Doctrines not re- 
pugnant to the Natural Reaſon of the Greeks, and then | 


: 


I have done. Te LF OL) — 4 
Now it might, I think, fuffice to ſay with regard to 
the Trinity, that, The Nature of God ſurpaſſing all Hu- 
mane Comprehenſion, we cannot preciſely determine, and | 
are therefore extremely raſh in pronouncing, any thing | 
to be a Contradiction in this Matter. Nothing leſs than | 
a perfect Underſtanding of the Subject in debate, being 
ſufficient to form fuch à Peremptory Judgment upon. 
. But I reckon it a farther Advantage to this Doctrine, 


that fome very Learned Heathens have made approaches | 


to itz under the Names of Ont or Good, Mind or Carfe, 
and Soul, fometimes called the Soul of theWorld, at other | 
times more accurately the Son above the World : The 


Ons | 


— 


aa 
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ons are not made to imply Three different Principles, 
but as united in One common Principle or univerſal Cauſe. 
The Firſt of theſe was ſaid to be the Root or Source de- 
rived from none, the Second to be derived from the 
Firſt, the Third from the other Two. To each of 
theſe alſo a part was by thoſe Philoſophers aſſigned in 
the production of the World; To the F:r/t that of be- 
ing the Original and Firſt mover; To the Second that of 
the Architect or Contriver; To the Third that of the 
Artificer, Former, or Giver of Life. But ſtill all theſe 
they affirm d to have but One Operation, and all thingy 
to be produced by the common Conſent of the Three. 
In a Word, the Two latter were declared Neceſſary E- 
manations from the Firſt, Of the ſame Eternity and Ex- 
cellence ; And in the midſt of Paganiſm, Theſe thus Three, 
and thus One, were carefully diſtinguiſhed. from all thoſe 
— 899 Created Gods, which were then Objects of Wor- 
5 it cannot I confeſs be pretended; that all the School 
of Pythagoras or Plato have been thus accurate, or ſet 
this Matter in ſo good a light; Tis certain there is great 
confuſion among them, and Notions very different from 
each other. What theſe Corruptions were, and when, 
and how ( moſt probably) they grew, Is largely diſcuſſ- 
ed by a very learned ( Country-man of our own. In C.) Dr. 
the mean while it ſeems by no means credible, that even {42704 
thoſe piercing Wits ſhould go thus far by the Strength of Sen. 
their own Reaſon. They are rather thought beholding Ch. v. 
for it to Tradition, derived from the Ægyptians (like, 
ly) and which they had from the Hebrews. And if in 
many things they wrote improperly; the leſs explicit 
Revelations heretofore, even to thoſe Hebrews them- 
ſelves, the diſtant and imperfe& conveyance of what was 
thus but dark at the very firſt Hand; The Itch of Impro: 
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"ing or adding out of their own Head, and the want of 
Serißtute to fer chem right when they thought irregy- 


larly,” will aceount for this and more Obfcurity and Di- 
verſtty of Opinions. in à Queſtion fo very remote from 
common Apprehenſions The uſe I am at preſent ma- 
King of them however is this, that, whether an Inventi- 
on of their own, or whether a Tradition from others, 
ſueh Notions of God could never have met with that 
Entertainment and Appobation they did, had thoſe re- 
nowued Sages-conceived a I hreefold Sabfiſtence in One 
Divine Eſſence to be that Impoſſibility, Contradiction 
and Nonſence, which ſome have ſince ſo roundly charg- 


eit with: The more cauſe have we to admire the Wil. 


dom of that Providence, which, by theſe previous tho? 
imperfect Notices, made way for a more favourable re- 
ception of his Goſpel among the Wiſeſt Heathens ; The 
more liave Thoſt bold Men to be aſhamed, who, under 
a clearer Light and expreſs Declarations from Heaven, 
explode a0 deride that Myſtery as a Reproach to Re- 
vealed, Which fo many great Names heretofore eſteemed 
the nobleſt part of Natural Religion. 
Indeed if this Matter be well look d into, theſe 
houd Complaints are applied in the wrong place: For 


che do not fo much affect the Doctrine it ſelf, as the un- 


wary becanſe oſten too bold and fanciful Explanations 


fit. Tis certain, The firſt Chriſtians were leſs accu- 
. ©  ctirate in their Expreſſions before the in and follow- 


ing Herefics' gave Gecaſion for conſidering this Article 
mort clofely, and ſettling it more punctually. And, even 
when this was done, Meén ill diſpoſed ſtuck not to draw 
fare Con quengs, fret Forms made uſe of, not to mean 
exrtly what they ds in common Speech, but ſuch as, in 
à Caſe of this Nature, were of Neęceſſity to be uſed, be- 
Exile ho better ou he fund. But thoſe who take 


Incarnation of the Son of Col, afſented. 


ak 
—— 
2 * m— 
37 
* 


thefe Cautions along with them, and are content to be 
wiſe according to that which is written, They who di- 


ſtinguiſhthe Revelations of God from the Notions of Men, 
and do not draw Conſcquences from a Rigorous Senſe 
of Words, which they never were in this Caſe deſigned to 
carry, will find themſelves eaſed of all that can pretend 
to ſhock their Reaſon, When we ſay that there be Three 
Perſons in God, we do not mean that they are like 
Three Perſons among Men, who have different Wills and 
Operations „ But we call them | fo, becauſe we know not 
how better to diſtinguiſh the different Relations. in 
which Father Son and Holy, Ghoſt ſubſiſt, than by cal 

ing God who ſuſtains this Threefold Capacity Three. 
Perſons, though ſtill theſe be One and the fame Will, One 
and the ſame Operation, One and the ſame Eflence. We 
fay theſe are intifely One, they muſt be ſo. For God can, 
be but One: We tay they are Equal, they muſt be ſo, 
for God is infinite Perfection, and this can bs but One, 
and can admit of no Degrees. The Difference therefore 
is not in the Subſtance, but in the Communication of 
that Subſtance. And: thus (by Aluſion Kill, to thoſe 
Relations here below) the Firſt Perſon is the Father, 
the Second begotten of his Subſtance a Son, the Third 
proceeding from the other Two the Holy Ghoſt.Regard- 
ed thus, we can conceive a Priority of Order in them, and 
ſee why our Saviour ſhould ſay; My Fathbey is greater thay 
I, as the Cauſe is more wonhyehan the Effect But ſtiH 
here can be no Priority of time, for a neceſſary Cauſe is not 
before its neceſſary effect: Nor is there any Separate Ex- 
iſtence here, as there is in Father and Son among Men; 
and therefore thus we ſee again, why our Lord ſhould ſay 
Land my Father. are One; The Father, Son and Holy 


=_ then are Three, conſidered only in their Perſonal 
Capacity: and in relation to each other; ang 
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they are One, entirely and indiviſibly One, conſidered 
in common and as God. And therefore here can be no 
Contradiction, becauſe they are never ſaid to be Three 
and One in the ſame Reſpeck. Nor does this make 
Three Gods, any more than the Sun the Beam and the 
plendor make Three Suns ; or the Root the Stock and the 

ree, "Three Trees; Or the Spring the stream and the 
Vapour Three Waters: For with ſuch Reſeniblances as 
theſe ¶ for want of better) I have the Example both of 
Philoſophers and Fathers for explaining their Sence of 
that Unity of Siibſtance with that threefold Diſtinction 
of Subſiſtènce, which they conceived to be in God. 
Then, Laſely, For the Incarnation of the Son, what 
is there in this repugnant to Natural Reaſon? Did we 
aſſert a Converſion of the Godhead into Man, that in- 
deed would imply a Change in that Being which we 
could hive no juſt Idea of, did we ſuppoſeè it capable of 
Change: Or did we hold a Confuſion of Subſtance, this 
would imply ſuch a Mixture of both Natures as is 
inconceivable Matter and Spirit, Mortal and Immor- 
tal, Creature and Creator, would thus be jumbled 
together; muſt produce, if it were poſſible, a Com- 
pound reſulting out of, but properly it ſelf neither 


God nor Man. Did we aſſert him to conſiſt of two Per- | 


ſons, this would infer two Chriſts, two Mediators; 7? 
Whereas" the Nature of Man was here aſſumed by the 
Son of God, united to his own Divine Nature, not by 
any Multiplication or Conjunction of Perſons, but by : 
the ſame Perſon ſubſiſting now, in a manner different 
from that in which he ſubſiſted before. And what con- 
tradiction is there in all this? Is not that Being which 
we confeſs Almighty, able to chooſe, and to effect an 
mode of Exiſtence which his own Wiſdom ſees fit to 
take upon him? And,it he chooſe Humanity,may — this 
5s | | umane 


Incarnation of the Son of God, aſe erted. 


Humane Nature taken to the Divine make as truly One 


Perſon, as the Immaterial Soul and the Fleſhly Body 


conſtitute one Man? Tis true, One is full of Miracle, 


and altogether extraordinary, The Other is Natural and 
Common; But Who made this to be natural and com- 
mon? Omnipotence will account for the former, and 
nothing leſs than that can account for the Latter. But 


that's not all, For the Pagans (I) themſelves had (tis () N. 


plain) notions of this kind, and pretend to have believed 


Alnet an, 
Lib. 11. 


Inſtances ſomewhat like it. (Which not to mention Cop. xii. 


now) I ſhall only remind you, that the forward Zeal of 


the Men of Lyſtra to Sacrifice to Barnabas and Paul, is an 


Evidence that they apprehended neither Contradiction nor 
Nonſenſe in believing that upon ſome very Solemn occa- 
ſions their Gods might and did come down to them in 
the likeneſs of Men. 

I am ſenſible I have exceeded, and therefore I only 
add, that, if we will be ſatisfied with thinking and 
ſpeaking as the Word of God hath directed us, we ſhall, 
in both the Myſteries now treated of, find much, very 
much to exerciſe our Wonder, but nothing at all that of- 
fers violence to our Reaſon. They are the deep things 
of God, and therefore we cannot expect to comprehend 
them; but they are ſuch as the Spirit which ſearcheth all 
things even the deepeſt things of God hath revealed, 
and therefore we never act more rationally than when 
we believe them. 


I 


